
Indigenous Book Selection Checklist

Title & Author:

Reviewed: 

Recommend Text (circle):

Date Reviewed:

Authority Yes No

Is the author recognized by, and culturally connected to, the people of the 
Indigenous community they claim to belong and/or represent in literature?

Is the illustrator (for illustrated books) recognized by, and culturally connected to, 
the people of the Indigenous community they claim to belong and/or represent 
in literature?

Is evidence provided that the author and illustrator consulted with people within 
the tribe or community depicted?

Are the author’s and illustrator’s work (in general – not speci� c to this book) 
recommended by Native organizations and communities?

Yes No

If any of the answers are marked no, careful consideration should be made if the book 
should be used. If the book is used, students should be made aware of any items in the 
book that did not meet the standard and why it was still used.

Resources

American Indian Library Association (2019). American Indian Youth Literature Award Criteria: 

bit.ly/3QOFLob

Native Knowledge 360. Worksheet for Selecting Native American Children’s Literature:

bit.ly/3XGAykv



Values and Worldview Yes No

Are the traditions, clothing, housing, lifestyles, and symbols accurately 
represented in relation to the time period that the story is set in?

Does the text present the Indigenous culture in a way that connects the past to 
the present?

Are the characters authentic and exhibit complex emotions and reactions, as well 
as varied lifestyles and behaviors?

Are Indigenous characters portrayed as having the ability to achieve success on 
their own, without the help of authority � gures, and appropriate to the context 
of their culture and community?

Are the text and illustrations free of stereotypical representations for race, 
ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation, and class?

Are Elders and their cultural roles portrayed in an authentic way?

Are gender representations balanced and accurate to the culture? 

Are women correctly portrayed as strong and vital members of their 
community?

Are Native American characters free of  stereotypical portrayal, such as the 
guardian and caretaker of the environment?

Are Native religion and spirituality shown in a natural way, rather than pushed 
into the narrative arti� cially and through stereotypical depictions?

Is the text free of inaccurate and unrealistic “coming of age” scenarios. 

Is the Native society accurately portrayed as highly de� ned and multifaceted, with 
individuals depicted as complex human beings?

Is the setting considered at all times to maintain accurate text and illustration? 



Text Criteria Yes No

Does the oral narrative or oral history specify the tribal origin and the source?

Are the references cited?

Are terms like “warrior,” “brave,” “chief,” used in the proper context? 

Are the Indigenous people free of stereotypical portrayals such as “� erce,” 
“violent,” “stealthy,” “stoic,” etc.?

Is the dialogue realistic and free of stereotypical or romantic overtones?

Are terms referring to tribal groups speci� c and authentic names? (i.e. Tlingit 
instead of Alaska Native)

Is the text free of implications that settlers, newcomers, colonizers, etc. 
improved Native lives and brought civilization to them?

If tribal language is used, is the accuracy veri� ed somewhere in the text?

Illustrations Criteria Yes No

Are the illustrations authentic and accurate portrayals of the culture and 
speci� ed tribe?

Are the illustrations high quality, avoiding generic designs?

If traditional clothing is portrayed, is it accurate and appropriate for the context? 

Are the characters detailed enough to show di� ering physical features from one 
another, unless the style of the illustration requires otherwise?


