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”to let each village choose what it needs within the withdrawn‘
‘lvarea subject, of course, to the acreage and contiguity re-‘lii
quirements which Congrese deems appropriate. L v  v
‘ ~ The Alaskan Natives belleve that under any fairrjli"
isettlement they should be permitted to retain a minimum of
hO million acres for use and development This is a request
for 10% of the land by 20% of the people who have valid claims
to nearly 1002 of the land
In ‘some areas of Alaska it may require’I 000 acresk
- to support'a single Native. In all areas of Alaska, villages
cannot possibly survive unless they have unimpaired use of

the surrounding 1ands and waters for hunting, fishing, and

gathering. If a stream 15'POlluted-bY“Oil-OT_anythins,else;;"l

ifla spawning bed 1s destroyed, or if;a srazihg_ﬁathiisvd13~u'
rupted, a village (or several villageS) will'die. ,ﬁer,i}
despite the best intentions of Federal, state and private
coneervationists, two facts are indlsputably true:
First, when 1t comes to protecting the
ecology of the land needed by a particular
village for subsistence, no one will have a
greater incentive than the village whose sub-
sistence is involved.
And, second, a vlllage will be at a serlous

disadvantage in »nrotecting that ecology if it

does not have tlitle to the land in question




