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ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS

The House and Senate have approved
the conference committee's report on the
Alaska Native Claims bill, including pro- -
visions that would allow 80 million acres
of land to be set aside for park and wild-
life protection. The bill also gives Alas-
ka's 55,000 Eskimos, Aleuts and Indians
nearly a billion dollars and 40 million
acres for settiement of aboriginal claims.

In recognition of the national interest
in Alaska’s unique scenic and wilderness
resources, the conferees authorized the
Secretiry of Interior to withdraw up to
80 million acres from disposal for possi-
ble inclusion in the National Park, Forest,
Wildlife Refuge and Wild and Scenic Riv-
crs systems. For ninety days after cnact-
ment, the 80 million acres are statutorily
withdrawn from sclection by the Stale of
Alaska under the Statchood Act and from
selection by ratives outside of village en-
titlements, as well as from most types of
private entry. The Secretary is expected to
make withdrawals under this new author-
ity by the end of the ninety days, though he
can continue the process for nine months.
Once withdrawn, he has two years to make
precise recommendations to Congress. The
arcas will remain withdrawn for an addi-
tional five years while Congress acts on the
recommendations.

Conservationists arc urging Interior Scc-
retary Rogers C. B. Morton to act quick-
ly in designating study arcas.

TRANS-ALASKA PIPELINE

Alasku governor William Egan has re-
ported that the state is pursuing plans to
buy the proposed trans-Alaska oil pipeline
from private interests. Until now, the pipe-
line hus been the priviate business enter-
prisc of Alyeska, a consortium of eight
major oil companies, who scem to have
been tuken by surprise by the proposal. A
spokesman for Humble Oil & Refining
Compiny, onc of the largest owners of the
project. expressed shock and asserted that
“the governor’s proposal will undoubtedly
delay completion of the line, as it is un-
reasonable to expect private industry to
continue its heavy commitments to the
project with the eventual ownership in
doubt.”

Additional News Notes will be found on
page 17.




