i

THE FACT 1S YOU CANNOT UMDERSTAND THE ALASXA HATIVE Lanp RIGHTS
WITHOUT UHDERSTANDIG US AS A PEOPLE, A TRULY COMPREHENSEIVE
ANALYSIS OF THE ALASKA MATIVE LAND RIGHTS MUST NECESSARILY EMCOMPASS
CONCEPTS GF IuDIAM Law AND Al APPRECIATION OF THE BROAD SWEEP AND
DEVELOPNZNT OF PERTIHEWT MATIONAL POLICY: A RESPECT FOR THE HERITAGE
OF THE PEOPLE 'HO ASSERT THESE RIGHTS: AN AWARENESS OF THE POTENTIAL
ECONOMIC IMPACT OH THE STATE OF ALASKA AND, FINALLY, THE NATIOMAL
CONSCIENCE  WHICH MUST KOW RESPOND TO THE EXPLICIT COHGRESSIOIAL
GUARANTEES GIVE!l TO THE ALASKA ATIVES 85 LONG YEARS AGO,

THE POLICY OF HOHORING TRIBAL OCCUPANCY RIGHTS AHD PURCHASING
INDIAM LAHD ANTEDATED THE ConsTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES AMND
WAS FURTHER EVIDEMCED 1M THE MORE THAMN 300 TREATIES BETWEEN THE
UntTeD STATES AND THE VARIOUS [nDIan TRIBES., IT IS PERTINEHT TO
NOTE THAT OVER TWO MILLIOH SQUARE MILES WERE PURCHASED FROM THE
American Tupians. IT 1S THIS AREA WHICH PRESENTLY COMPRISES THE
BULK OF THE PRESENT PUBLIC DOMAIM LANDS, THE UMITED STATES PAID
FRANCE FIFTEEH MILLIOH DOLLARS FOR THE ACQUISITION OF POLITICAL
SOVEREIGHTY OVER THE AISTORIC LOUISIAMA PURCHASE AREA. Over 300
MILLIOH MORE DOLLARS WAS PAID TO THE INDIAHN OWHERS OF THE LAND FOR
THE EXTINGUISHMENT OF THEIR TITLE RIGHTS, SOMEDAY, ALL HISTORY
BOOKS WILL ACCURATELY CHROMICLE THE ROLE OF OUR INDIAil AND NATIVE
PEOPLES RELATIVE TO THE GROJTH OF OUR COUHTRY.

THUS., AS A MATTER OF (IATLOHAL PoLICY, THE CONGRESS HAS COME
TO RECOGHIZE THE JUST PRINCIPLE OF VOLUIITARY PURCHASE AMD SALE FOR
A NEGOTIATED PRICE Iil ITS DEALING WITH THE Iupian TRIEES, 1iOR
HAVE IMDIAH RIGHTS LACKED FOR A LEGAL DEFINITION,




