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Alaskan Natives Want Fair Land Rights Settlement

FRIDAY FLASHES—MAR, 27TH
From Address by JOHN BORBRIDGE, JR.

Ist Vice Prosidont, Alaska Fedaration of Natives;
President, General Manager, Tlingit and

Haida Indians of Alaska

“TODAY, the Natives of Alaska, who
collectively comprise three distinet ab-
original ethnic groups—Indians, KEskimos
and Aleuts—number about 60,000.

Native use and occupation of the lands
of Alaska, which had persisted for cen-
turies before the area was 'discovered’ by
Vitus Bering, a Danec in the service of
Peter the Great of Russia in 1728, was
hardly disturbed at all during the Rus-
sian era, or for two decades after the
Treaty of 1867 when Alaska hecame part
of the U.S, The first organic act lor the
Districet of Alaska enacted in 1884 pro-
vided:

That the Indians or other persons in
said district shall not be disturbed in the
possession of any lands actually in their
use or occupation or now claimed by them
but the terms under which such persons
may acquire title to such lands is reserved
for further legislation by Congress.

Rights Preserved

Today Alaska is the sole remaining part
of the United States which includes ox-
tensive arcas still used and elaimed by
the indigenous inhabitants, based on
rights of aboriginal occupaucy. The ab-
original titles of most native groups in
the Uniled States were extinguished dur-
ing the 18th and 18th centuries.

The aborlginal rights of the Natives of
Alaska have been carefully preserved by
Congress in every important statuto re-
lating to Alaska, including the Statchood
Act, and exist today little diminished
from what they were in 1867, 'The Federal
I'ield Committee, which recently stadied
tho matter for the Congress and submitted
a comprehensive report, coneluded that:
The Alaska Natlves have a substantinl
clnim upon all the Tands of Alaska hy viv-
tue of thelr aboriginal occupaney.

By tty Statehood Act, Alaska was plven
the right to select and have patented to
it approximately 103 million acres of the
375 million acres of land contained within
its boundaries, In other words, it was
given the right to pick and choose for
dvant to {tsoll in excess of one quarter of
the area of the state, Addittonally, it was

provided that the state should receive 90
pareent of the mineral revenues realized
by the United States from the remaining
public lands within its borders.

Never in the history of the United
States has a new member of the Union
been treated so generously by the Federal
Government,

Law Is Clecar

The law is clear that only Congress can
extinguish such aboriginal titles. Until
Congress has acled, anyone, including a
state, that takes paper title to lands sub-
ject to an unextinguished aboriginal title
receives a naked fee: that is, a technical
eslate completely subject to the continu-
ing rights ol the natives to the use, occu-
paney, returns and profits of the lands.

When the State of Alaska began to se-
lect lands under the Statehood Act, the
Native groups that hold aboriginal title
to such lands protested the selections.
Afler reviewing the situation, former Sec-
retary of the Interior Stewart Udall con-
cluded that Congress had not intended to
extinguish Native titles by the Statehood
Act. Accordingly, Sceretary Udall ordered
a lmlt In the processing of state selections
to afford Congress an opportunity to de-
termine how the Native rights should be
doalt with.

Before what Iy commonly referred to
as ‘'the freezo’ on state selections, Alaska
had obtained paper title to approximately
5 million acres of land, and had obtained
tentative approval of selections covering
another 8% million acres, Recontly the
state received approximately 900 million
dollars as bonuses for ofl and gas leases
which it sold on some 450,000 acres of the
tentatively approved lands,

Seltlement Pursued

Meanwhile, the Natives of Alaska, or-
anlzed on astatowide basis as the Alaska
Federation of Natives, had concluded to
pross Congress [or p divect legislative
seltlement ol thelr historie vizhts.

The terms of the settloment are in
cluided In the bills that have been intro.
duced In Congress by (he members of the
Alska Conpresstonal delegation al. our
request, Tssentially, the Native proposal
ealls for conflrmnlion of Native title to
about 40 million aeres of Tand: for Native
refention of a twe pereent rovalty on the

fUontinuemd pu usvt pags!




